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A DARING YOUNG WOMAN
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be had.  *“The advertisement,” sald the

Her reasons for undertaking the pet.
Iteve miysell tliat she Is golng to do I, dnd

London, July 11.-—-A week ago It was
woman
to commit sul-
Westalnater  Aguaylum, ot
the afternvon of Wednes-
day, July 8 The English sratute kKoown
as {he ““Dangerous Peiformances Aet”
is fot very strietly luterpreted and Brit-
duidlences. are blopdihlrsty, but the
announcement made by the minngagement of
the great varlety hall was so stariling that

“A Jady,” asid the agvertlsement, **has
mndertiken to jump from a seaffold reared
forty feet ahove thg Agunrinm room (o the
wooden fiopr of the bullding. The manage-
ment, however, does not gnarnniee that the

The Aquarium room is 112 feet above the
floor, By cuttlng a hole in the roof and
bullding a temporary tower above If, the
drop—as o hangman would eall it—wonld be
Hanlon's
famons dive lfo the net at the COrystal
Talace swas only 125 feet, nnd, with n net
to receive him, he was kllled nfter a few
weeks, Without n net twenty fest s qulte
[ Plainly, the sug-
gestion wis it monstrons one.  Experfenced
sliowmen and gymnugts all sald that the
womnn would not only be kllled, but be

At the Crown Tavern, near Waterloo sta-
tion, & resort which serves ag a sort of ex-
changs and employment agency for cireus
performers and acrobate, £50 forfelt was de-
posited by i well-known music hall ngent
to wauger £500 that no one
cold jump Nty feet to Donrds nnd then
get up and walk awayp. No one covered thls
wager, and yet every one knew that thiy
extriordinary announcement at the Aqun-
rium wis more than a mere bpax, for the

The Aquarium (In wnieh there eeaged
years ago to be any fish) 15 o8 well mun-
aged as any place of smusement In the
especially
adapts it for all sorts of aerial feats, It
was here that Zazel was narst shot out of
4 canntn, It was here that Faller dived
‘from the roof Into n narrow tunk contnining
seven feet of water, But the most daring
of all the past performunces could not be
compured with the Ineredible foolnrdiness
of an attempt to jump 152 feet and strike

Two days before the time fixed for the
Jump 0 London evening paper published,
“under all reservations,” a romor which
purported to explaln the advertisement,
The “lady" In questlon was, sald the Eeho,
a seconl-rote bare-bnek rider named Hvans,
who had been deserted by ber Rusband,
Wlso & performer, n1od who had planned thile
sengntlonal sulelde g8 0 inexns of attracting
publie attentlon t6 his misconduct and, {n

On the same eveulng a member of the

asked If the attention of the Government
had been called to the fact that a woman
was about 1o make a spactacle of tnking

be Instracted to prevent such an outrage

shonld be made; but, so far a5 conld be
learned up to the hodr aunounedd for the
Jundp, the only result of the Interpelistion
had been to glve a gient deal of féee ad-

the Sunday Journal correspondent jolned a
knot of Englisl newspaper men who were
questions; bug there was no information to
manager, “tells yon all T know, except the

name of (he lady and my own opiulen about
1 be-

WHO STARTLED ALL LONDON. =

dumped from a Tower Forty Feet Rbove the Greai A
Roof and Landed on a Hard Board Platform,

[52 Feet Below, but ------

I expect her to be here withln a guarter of
an hour. 'If she doesn't come, the other
turns on the matinee progeumme will go on
as usunl; but, of course, I shall be sorry for
your disappointment.' ;

The disappointment eame, and, Do doubt,
the sorrow: and everybody had o drink
and everybody went away execept the Sun-
day Journal correspondent, who wanted
very much to find dot a lttle more alont
the woman whose heart had apparently
falled lier at the last moment.

There Is 4 great deal in walting, 1f'a man
only wiulls long enough, and at last the
mangger unbosomed hippgelf. “Yon know,
thete renlly is something In this,"” he said.
“There was no use trying to talk to those
chaps, but I really belleved that the woman
whs golng to jump, and, what 1s more, T
helieve she will do It yet. Yom come back
here at 10:30 te-night, and see. The fmth
is, I have had & wire from her this affer-
noon, and I belleve she will do-the jump
to-might.™

MAKING THII PREPARATIONS,

When 10:30 came, the Aquarinin woas
crowded to the déors. For some mysterious
renson, the publle, who had not come in
the afternoon when the performance was
to have taken pluce, siw it to come In the
¢venlng. Perhaps they cherished a vague
belle! that eversthing lu London ls always
& lttle behind time.

When the regular performance was phont
half over, I edught o glltipss of the mag-
ager, and he nodded trlumphantly at me.
THen I set t6 work to study the prepara-
tlons which had been made for the drop.

In the middic of the Aquarinm floor, at
some distance from the stage, ls a Nttle
tank, Into which a diver, sewed up In a
snck, jumps every night, from a helght of
abont fifty feet—"‘doing the Monte Cristo
act,” as it 1s enlled:. Oyer the top of this
tunk attendants were luying o covering of
heavy spruve planks, not less than four
inehes thick, nbout as unyislding ss any
surface well could M. The man who was
superintendlng thelr work—a mun with a
large wateh chali—made a gregt fuss about
fitting together, with great exactitude, the
edges of the boards, and when the plitform
was ndjusted to his Hking, he sprinkled pver
It'n caatlng of greenish powder, almost ns
fine as flour. He used two pailfuls of this
miterlul, and ass the platform wns only
#bout 20 feet In lotigth by 15 feet In width,
the boards were much more thlekly covered
than are those of o sunded horroont flosr,

Up ta the mowent marked by tlis ‘tri-
vial incident, one has felt no more than a
good-natured interest Insthe event of the
evening. but as that powder thickened on
the bonrds, untll it eoncealed thelr texture,
there Degan to be presett to the observer's
mind o certalt gense of nnwholesomeness.

Due has seen sawdust thrown about the
block at 8 Frenel execatlon. Perhaps there
lny In that gome assoclation of fdeas:
There was ao uncannlness, too, In the mers
faet that so grent an audience bad been
convoked—at lesst twlce us many  people
afs usval. The tiresome vandeville pro-
gramme wis degwing to s close, A re.
Inctant bear had wrestled with a mangy
Bervian. 1If there was to be n theill, there
would not be fong to walt for It, and bun-
dreds and  hundreds of stolld London
middle-class people drifted in and took theie
places sbout the platform..

A brief Hem In the evening papers had
recounted the disuppolntment of the after-
tooh. 'There wns no reason to believe that
the Jump wonld be made that night, but
| more hundreds, und st more bundreds
poured In, with a sort of shame-faced aim-
lessmess upon them—each man disposed to
ask hls melghbor why that peighbor had
come there. When there Is rlotlng In the
streets of .a great city, It 18 with the sarme
look: of utter surprise that a mob Tecog-
nizes Its own Increasing numbers,

The bear was led nway, and the enr-
fatn fell, and then the muannger appenred
and made a little spesch. A *lady"™ he sald
(for, or through It all, no mers precise in-
dication of her Identity had Dbeon fur-
tiished), was golng to be drawn up through
# hole In the roof. Everyvone looked up at
the hole—far above the yngoe network of
chrduge which supporied the apparaius of
the Ongar Slsters, whose trapege act had
been one of the attractlons of the eyven-
Ing—far above the long banging festoons
of coloved llghts:. The opening was Do
Intger than & cellar door, but those who
ftood nearly under It conld see the frame
work of tlie seaffolding above. Forty fest
nhove this hole In the roof there wuns, the
speaker suald, n peich, and from this perch
the “lndy"” intended to drop.

“T dom't say 1t will he done,”™ sald the
mannger; ‘for that matver, I thonght It
wias going to be done thls afternoon, and
she did not come hers this aftorncon. She
Is hire now, and there s o rope that runs
over n pulley, und she wil be hoisted up
to the perch, and If she wants to jump,
she will jump; and If she don't want to
Jump, sobody will push her over: and sl
that T ask Is that the nudlence will pre-
serve atrier sllenee,” And then he stepped
baeck, and the “lady" nppeared.

Bhe was young, and she was good-lonk-
Ing—gond-looking after the clrens fashlon,
If you plesse, but by no means uninterest-
Ing. Her bands were rather large and
rather red, and very dirty, with that pecn-
linr wenith of dirt that makes the ohspr-
ver wonider how clreus performers keep
sp much dirt on thelr hands without its
falling off. In her youthfuolness and In the
large: brightness of her eyes, there wns
something s0 pathetle that when she put
her Bands behind Ber back, and looked up
tlivongh the hole In the roof, people began
to foel that It was very serlous.

A stout man near me cried: *“Bhame!
Shame!” and then blew his nose bashfully,
#s he Wenrd his red-faced voire roll down
the long nave of the building.

SHE JUMPED GAMELY,

A good many of us, I think, began to foel
that If the girl were going to de, we onght
not to be there to gape at her, I know that
I quite forgot that T was there to make a
report of what 1 saw, and perhaps my own
private emotion of the moment was mora
pictorial than any stndled description could
be. She put Lier foot in the Joop at the end
of the long rope, nnd as she rose, the littie
field of limellght rose with her. The stuge
carpenter's crew were making qulek work
of holsting her, but 1t seemed along tlme Be-
fure she slipped through the square opsning
In tkie room. From that helght another Heht
WS thrown upon her. She stood guite alone
on the edge of the smnll perch, and with my
glans I could see her hair move In the night
wind, for she was qulte out of doors up
there.

The mon who hnd sprinkled the powder
un the borrds—the man with the wateh-
chaln—came and looked at It ageln, &s if to
make sure that It hod not been disturbed,
At the most, It dld not lie more than sn
eighth of an inch In thickuess on the plat-
form; It cevinlnly secmed to be guite tse-
less, and yet one felt that there lay Ih Its
‘minute distribution a precaution of grave
Importunee. He stooped over and smoothed
the surface of It with lig hand, and then,
logklng up at the girl, eplled out: “Are you
rendy "

For n moment there was no answer, anid
then o Netle, shrlll, hurried "No' came
down, It made one feel that thore was o
reluofance In the grl's mind.

1 tlilnk no one of us would bave been
sorry If we had been told that the Jump
was not to take place. The stout man with.
drew his umbrells from under his arm and
sorewed it op very tight, buot did not rnlse

quaritm

hig volce sgaln. The Indles In the andience
Dbegan to be yvery ‘nervopr. I discovered
next day that 1 had been bitlng my nalls
The question, “Are yon ready?' was asked
agaln. This fime there was a longer delay,
but the answer wng “Yes™ when it cnme—
not an eager affirmative, 1 thought. Tt
seemed to be n submission, rather than &
stutement of fact. =

If any one had at that moment pros
posed to lyneh the man with the large B
yeateh chain I should have seconded the
maotion, It seemed (o me quite clear M L "
be exerted nn evil power. I wondered thag
I had not keen that from the first. d £

She was dresseéd In white tights, and she
dropped llke A handfal of soow fivm the
cornlee of a roof. 1 think T could Have
drunk a glnes of water while she win In
the alr. It secmed to me ss long as that,

1 was leaning against the edge of they
platform, my hand on the rongh, onpls
end of one of the heavy planks, g

She certninly dld not welgh more thaw
140 or 0 pounds, but as she strock tha
nolse and the jarring were of
vlolence. A column of dust arose; all of
the sprinkied powder was in the air. Whes
it cleared away, I saw hor Irlng on th
boards quite tlll, save for o lttle twite
Ing motlon of her sboulders, and her hod
had a broken look. Sl 4

A bird looks ep when it has been shot
at u helght and has fallen with its vy
clnsed.

Then they pleked her up, i

The man with the watch chaln tog
under the srms; another man tooR &
under the knees, and they lifted heT BR
carried her awny. 0

It was about twenty yards from the Pt
form thnt had been bullt over the fank
to. the stage, and no one In the &
moved of spoke while the two men wor?
tuking thelr burden there. e

A woman behind me whimpered ilka
chlld left nlone in the dark, That was the
only sound, except the shuffling of the
two men across the foor, They made thale
way through the lttle space between: ﬁ!&}
curtain and the proscentum arch, M'.'M' )
they hnd pnssed out of sight. the sudi-
ence was still guite sllent. B p

A Hght stlll shone on the little porch,
162 feet up In the alr, snd some Hiy
scattered ringa of the greenish powder ug.t

e 8

on the surface of the boards,
- - - - -

There wos no applause, no demsnsteation
of any kind. Every one knew that 3
manngement wonld make some port of an-
tountemient from the slaes wa =T
walteit. 1o mee wh‘i he’ aunnonncemen
‘woild be. After m Wait of two or three
minutes the orchestra piayeid o Scoteh ale ﬁ‘
with 8 bagpipe effect introdoeed, Y.
an the dronlng eame to sn end the *lady®
was supported to the front of the ourtain,

She did not walk, but she wns erect, |
almost erect, and the two men slld Lo
nlong. Bhe looked as if she wns “suller
from concusslén, and no doubt from -
ternal injurles,” s the reports of vallway

necldents say, | : G
But she wea alive at any rate; thero hy
not been & trugedy. v
How had she survived so terrible a fall’
- - - - - - - =
The correspondent of the Sunday Jo
nal (who stood very close to the pistfo
leaning over It, indeedj, thought he s
Just before she strock the planks. son
thing leave ber hands and fiy up to t
celling. Tt looked like a little boop, m
for an instant it lung above her head
a halo. ey
Was there a counterwelght wln.-lﬂ&
Intlng weights before i passed ove
sheave to ber, and measurably rets
the latter part of her dedcent? If so, thy
Lud boen n miscaleuidtion, for the sh
had cortilnly besin A very severe obe,

LA
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FATS POISON
FOR A LIVING

Polson eating, as & means of earnlng n
lvalthood, will héreafter be o possibility
for all who care to adopt If.

| performance.

One mitin; “Coptaln™ Vetrlo, as he styles
bimgell, Has for severtl yenrs been gather-
Ing In the cash of those In this couniry
and in Burepe who wish to ses him ap-
burently endanger his lHfe by swallowing
polkons of sufficlent quantities to kil a
duzen men,

His performance has been described in
the press of both continents, but It lns
remained for a New York physiean, Dr,
P. 1. Salicrup, No. 20 Irving plaee, to
rench a solution of the mystery with which
Captain Veirlo's feat hna been surtounded,
though mahy noted doctors hnve pro-
Apunced It beyond the scope of medleal
knowledge,

Dy, Snllc;_up explalned the secrct fo n

reporter 48 follows: *'I have beon for many
years deeply interested In toxicology, and
have carefully stndied Captoin Vetrio's
It I8 undeniable that he
eats sufficlent poison of different kinds to
kil a dozen men. I witnessed his perform-
anee while he was exhibiting In o musenm
in this clty.
“This man eats encugh polson to kil
outright from ten to fifteen people, but
the whole secret Is In the fner that he
does nat ent otily enough to kill vne or
two men, but Sfteen.

“Amenle parls green, phosphorus and
“‘Rough on Rats" are what medieal men
call irritant polsons. They act primarily
by producing inflammation of the mucons
membrane of the stomach and the Intes-
tinnl tract.

“When irritant poisons are taken in very
Inrge quantitles, as this mian tokes them,
they produce lo s little whlle such lrrita-
tion of the stomach that they are involui-
turlly vomiteéd before they -have time to
pasé to the Intestines, or, belng absorbed,
cause no other larm than the gastritis
which he sometimes feels.

“B3: also takes some bismuth Just pre-
' viously to eating the other poisons. It is
‘a tioticenble fact that Vetrlo eats tle pol-
‘mons fpst after coming upon the stage,
The Dbisnuith forms a sort of gont aronud
the stomuch, which for a short tlme pro-
viéuts the toxle effects of the gevernl otlier
‘polsous. By the thmwe Vetrlo lenves the stage
‘Ahe different polsons have wot had suf.
clent time to work themselves through the
conting of blsmuth formed in lls stomach,

BOWERY GRAND
OPERA NOW,

Grand opera for ten eents!
and freaks.

“Marthn,* “Oavallerin Rustioana,” “Chr-
mem' “Il Trovatore,” “Mlguon,” “Tann-
bauser” and other gems of grand opern to
be engcted Ih the Bowery museumg! Suth
Is the promiza of an enferprising mnsenm
uanager In that natural home of fun and
frivolity. A more sensational theatrical in-
novitlon has never been snggested in New
York.

The fact {s that the odd sorts and condi.
tlons of humanity who patronize the Bow-
ery mugenms have of Inte evinred a desire
for something more elevating than the an-
clent freaks and Wld West melodrama.
Hoaring farce comedlies no longer captlyite
the minds of the Boweryltes, and Dave
Posener, manager of the Guyety Museum.
nfter a thoughtful study of the wants and
Ideals of Bowery pleasure-seekers, has de-
cided that oothing bhut grand opern will sst-
Isfy the crovings for the novel of Bowery
andiences,

On August 24 the first operntic perform-
ance will be given, and the best works of
Verdl, Flotow, Bizet ond Mascagnl will be
inclnded In the opening series; If the plan
proves suecessful o Wagoer serfea will be
put on next,

Shades’ of Wagner nnd Verdi! Think of
Whagner's “Tannhavser” and “The Meis-
tersinger” buntelered to make holiday for
peanut veanders, or of “Laein 4! Lammer.
moor,'" with Iis grand mad seene, reodered
by an ex-soubratte with o volee that wonld
crack Bessemer stéell The Mgelbna, Calves
nnd De Reszkes of this sedson of Bowery
opera will be recrulted frgm the ranks of
the singers of the nelgh g coneert halls.
(It 4 emphatically dented, however. by
the projector of this startling schemwe that
thip hearded swomnan will be pressed Into the
operatie service to do heavy villaln pirte o
(thot the Hying skeleton w::ﬁh obliged to

o o

Grand opern

other grant prima donnas, who il |

Just after the conclusion of

father, who recognined her mm 1

hootblnek and the Bowery barber will F"
longer regale thelr customers with 1
of the.lntest freaks, but they will
knowingly on the musical merlts of t
OPETAS.

The barelegged street Arab will no
whistle In his ear spllttinghigh fal
Pearl Is a Bowery Girl” or the "8
of Parndise Allsy.” He will make
walilug nlghtmare for the luckless §
trinn who comes within range of his
by whistling the aria from “Loheng:
the grand song of the Bowery De ¥
i some famous burst of melody.

And the fat womnn, the susified
the dog-faced bor willmo lohger
bilibonrde in fhe Beardsley schon)
but Instesd we sball sse plctures of
larest Bowery operatie stars, Mille.
Murphelia and Mile. Annle Comoyo

witlk off the stage londed with flowers

hed with trinmph. * TR
Of ecourse the field of the
presg oagent will ‘be mensurably :
nnd wondeiful tales will by told of
Miuzgle Klinereto's adventures i ﬁa
rogm of the Chatham Squere Dime

whieh ghe will sing the title role. The
papers will tell of the romantic reon
Pinkle Russel, the primudonna,in®
ats the Empross Museum, with ler

niflecnt auditorlim, and from whom
had been separated slnce ehifldliood—a 1o
long time, _ =

In fuct, the new era in the theatrieal
dnetlons in the Bowery museums prol
to. revelutionize the nlm aod porpo
thnt efervescent thoroughfare,

THE SUMMER GIRL'SSTATION

The Summer girl's statlonery, It it ls
date, 18 stamped- with a moonogram this
solt, in preference to her inicinls, or
her orest, if she is fortunate gnough
LTS
And it Iy an eutirely new
which sdorns her lstter paper.
are quite small and most arcatic.
stamped within o circle, which




